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Many thanks for your letter DSG (2014) C033 dated 1st May 2014. 

As already stated the MOD and the DE&S are very appreciative of the significant role that 
you and the Dounreay Stakeholder Group play as the local liaison committee for Vulcan 
Naval Reactor Test Establishment. I also recognise that, although we have been quite 
explicit about the rationale for not being able to provide you with all the information about 
the Vulcan fuel element breach, this issue has been a "bump in the road" in terms of your 
trust in us. 

I have noted your request for a written update on Vulcan for each of your meetings, that 
will contain a synopsis of the establishments' health and safety status. I have instructed 
Commander Ken Dyke, Naval Superintendent at Vulcan to produce a written report for 
circulation in advance of each meeting that will enable you as a group to consider any 
questions or discussion that you would want to raise; so you should already have a written 
report for tomorrows DSG meeting (18th Jun). 

We also look forward to welcoming members of the DSG to the Vulcan site for a tour and 
information on the site in due course. This will provide an opportunity for Cdr Ken Dyke 
and the staff at Vulcan to work with members of the committee to ascertain the best way 
forward in terms of rebuilding our relationship with the DSG. 

I will always endeavour to provide you with all the information that you require; however 
you will understand that on occasions there will be information (not safety related) that we 
cannot give you due to the direct link to the mili!ary performance of our Submarine Force. 
I know that you and the group understand this basic "Defence" issue but I would be more 
than happy to provide further clarity and context regarding this position if necessary. 
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I was heartened to read the minutes of the DSG on 13th March 2014 where DSG 
members highlighted both the professionalism and quality of the staff at Vulcan and 
appeared to immediately understand that the microscopic breach in a small area of the 
fuel cladding was of no safety significance. The highly motivated and committed team at 
Vulcan NRTE continue to support the UK's submarine programme and will liaise with you 
as a group. Their upmost priority is the safety of the workforce and the local community, 
and the Dounreay Stakeholder Group can be assured that this will remain so. 

Yours sincerely, 

J R CORDEROY 
Cdre RN 


