
DSDG(2015)C063

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT SCOTTISH NUCLEAR SITES MEETING
5 NOVEMBER 2015

SUMMARY

WELCOME, INTRODUCTION AND APOLOGIES

The following were represented at the meeting:

 Charles Stewart-Roper, Scottish Government Radwaste team (chair).
 Martin MacDonald, Scottish Government Radwaste team
 Ewan Young, Scottish Government Radwaste team

Representatives attending include:

 SEPA
 SCCORS (Scottish Councils Committee on radioactive substances)
 CoRWM (Committee on Radioactive Waste Management)
 NDA
 Chapelcross site and SSG
 Hunterston A and B sites and SSG
 Dounreay site and SSG
 Torness
 Rosyth
 Vulcan
 HMNB Clyde
 Nuclear Free Local Authority

NB:  ONR are also invited but did not attend

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING AND UPDATE ON ACTIONS

Minutes were agreed.
All actions completed.

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY UPDATES

Update on Better Regulation
Enforcement regulations are now in place.  Next step is to design application regulations to cover all
waste regimes, nuclear, waste, water, IPPC).  Ultimately sites will have one licence and opportunity
to modernise licence procedures.  Expected that consultation paper will be published in May 2016.

Update on UK LLW Strategy Review
The strategy provides a framework for continued capability and capacity for the safe, secure and
environmentally responsible management and disposal of LLW in the UK.

While the scope and direction of the original strategy remains unchanged; the revised strategy
reflects the progress that has been made since 2010.  It also reflects the expected direction for LLW
management in the future.



Central to the strategy is the implementation of the waste hierarchy, which supports the provision of
continued capability and capacity for managing LLW in the UK.

In terms of publications the two Strategic Environmental Assessment documents which accompany
the strategy are in their final completion stages.  As a result the revised strategy is expected to be
published by DECC on behalf of the UK Government together with devolved administrations in the
autumn subject to the agreement of all the relevant UK Administrations and their respective
Ministers.

Update on UK NORM Strategy Implementation

The objective of this strategy is to ensure that UK NORM waste can be disposed of safely and
efficiently.

The strategy is in its implementation phase which is being led by DECC, but which also includes the
environmental regulators across the whole of the UK including Northern Ireland.  An implementation
group has been set up and a total of 7 work streams have been identified and allocated to the
relevant regulators and Government.  Work is now on-going on some of these work streams.

A meeting of the implementation group is to be organised in November.  One example of the work
streams is the potential impact on NORM industries from the implementation of the exemption and
clearance criteria in the revised European Basic Safety Standards Directive (BSSD).  The review
focusses on a particular list of radionuclides and covers a number of industry sectors.

DECC has engaged a Public Health England (PHE) to undertake the work and provide a report by 31
March 2016.

The issues covered in the strategy are long term in nature, and the strategy is intended to set out a
clear policy direction for many years.  Government intends the strategy to endure for a minimum of
5 years and will consider when to review the strategy in light of developments in NORM waste
arisings and disposal practices.

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT HIGHER ACTIVITY WASTE IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY
Martin MacDonald provided a presentation on progress.  See Appendix 1.

NDA STRATEGY III UPDATE
Bill Hamilton, NDA outlined the process for NDA Strategy III explaining that full consultation would
not take place now until January.  It was likely that the NDA business plan would come out for
consultation around the same time.    NDA plan to hold an event in January which will include
implications of the Corporate Spending Review as well as Strategy and business plan.

UPDATES
Written reports were provided by:

SEPA
 Enforcement measures
 Regulations
 Revised Basic Safety Standards Directive implementation
 Radioactive Waste Adviser Scheme
 Charging Scheme Consutltation



 CAS Consultation
 Regulation of operational and decommissioning nuclear sites and equivalent MOD

establishments.
 Submarine Dismantling Project
 Support to NDA
 MoU with ONR
 RIFE Publication

SCCORS
 New chairman in place
 Not met for a number of months
 Hope to get this group established soon.

CorWM
 Number of appointments now come to conclusion
 Awaiting DECC decision on going forward
 Continue to advise on radioactive waste disposal

NDA
 NDA Archive progress
 NDA Annual Report and Accounts
 Views sought on strategy review
 NDA website migration to gov.uk
 PhD bursary applications sought
 Geological screening consultation
 Understanding radioactive waste document published
 NDA HAW Treatment Framework published
 NDA supply chain event 2015

SITE UPDATES
Written reports were provided by:

 Chapelcross
 Dounreay
 Hunterston A
 Hunterston B
 Torness
 Rosyth
 Vulcan
 HMNB Clyde

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
 7th April 2016

ACTIONS ARISING
 Copy of the presentation on the Higher Activity Waste Implementation Strategy (HAW IS) be

issued as part of the record of the meeting: complete – see Appendix 1.

 Dounreay to provide the link to the Nuclear NIA conference on 3 December 2015 for the
information of the members . Complete: http://www.niauk.org/hashtag-nuclear-2015



 Scottish Government to request for ONR to send representative to future meetings

 Scottish Government to provide the link to the revised National Nuclear Emergency Planning and
Response Guidance. Complete: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-
nuclear-emergency-planning-and-response-guidance

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NB:  At end of meeting Ross Baird, Scottish Government Emergency Planning asked for forward DSG

dates as he would like to attend a DSG meeting sometime next year.
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